
LEE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

DENNIS WICKER CIVIC CENTER 
1801 NASH STREET 
SANFORD, NC 27330 

February 19, 2024 

MINUTES 

Roll Call 
Present: Dr. Andre Knecht, Robert Reives, Cameron Sharpe, Kirk Smith, Mark Lovick 

Absent: Bill Carver, Taylor Vorbeck 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chairman Kirk Smith called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

INVOCATION 

Commissioner Mark Lovick provided an invocation and led the Board and attendees in 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

I. ADDITIONAL AGENDA

Chairman Smith asked to remove item 11.F Final Resolution Authorizing the Sale of
Property at O Valley Road from the Agenda. Commissioner Lovick asked to move item
V.B CSLFRF Grant Project Ordinance Amendment #4 to the Consent Agenda.

Commissioner Taylor Vorbeck arrived at 6:03 p.m. 

Motion: Motion to approve the Agenda as amended. 
Mover: Mark Lovick 
For: 6 - Dr. Andre Knecht, Robert Reives, Cameron Sharpe, Kirk Smith, Mark 
Lovick, Taylor Vorbeck 
Absent: 1 - Bill Carver 
Motion Result: Passed 

II. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA



Motion: Motion to approve the Consent Agenda as amended. 

Mover: Cameron Sharpe 
For: 6 - Dr. Andre Knecht, Robert Reives, Cameron Sharpe, Kirk Smith, Mark Lovick, 
Taylor Vorbeck 
Absent: 1 - Bill Carver 
Motion Result: Passed 

II.A Minutes from the February 5, 2024 Regular Meeting

BOC Regular Meeting Minutes_2-5-24_final.docx 

I1.B Refund and Release Report for January 2024 

Gen Statute 105.docx 

RELEASE CODES SPREADSHEET.xis 

January 2024 Personal Property Abatement Report.pdf 

January 2024 Real Property Abatement Report.pdf 

I1.C SHIIP (Seniors' Health Insurance Information Program) & MIPPA (Medicare 

Improvements for Patients and Providers) Grant 

FY24 SHIIP MIPPA grant passed through NC Dept lns.pdf 

I1.D Adding Operations Superintendent to Lee County Government's Pay Plan 

Operations_Superintendent.docx 

Pay Plan Rates Effective February 19 2024.pdf 

I1.E Amend Animal Services Ordinance 

Final Lee_County_Animal_Services_Ordinance-1.9.24-draft whc.rtf 

Final_Lee_ County _Animal_ Services_ Ordinance-1.9.24-highlight.rtf 

I1.F Final Resolution Authorizing the Sale of Property at O Valley Road 

Removed from the Agenda. 

Valley Road Final Resolution.docx 

I1.G Lee County Jail Medical Plan 

Final_Lee_NC_Jail_Health_Plan.pdf 
N.C. Gen. Stat._ 153A-225.pdf

11.H Horton Park Improvements Capital Project Ordinance

Horton Park Improvements Capital Project Ordinance.pdf 

I I. I Approval of Budget Amendment #02/19/24/1 O 

BOC APPROVED BA 2-19-24 FOR HORTON-OT SLOAN PARKING LOT.pdf 

I1.J Approved Updated Funding Resolution to Direct the Expenditure of Opioid 

Settlement Funds 

Signed Resolution Authorizing Opioid Settlement Funding.pdf 
A_RESOLUTION_BY _ THE_COUNTY _ OF _LEE-Opioid_Settlement_Amended 
(1 ).docx 



Ill. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

No public comments were received. 

IV. PUBLIC HEARINGS

IV.A Zoning Map Amendment (Rezoning) Application and Staff Report

Senior Planner David Montgomery presented a rezoning request from Michael 
Lucas Cranford to rezone 3.38 acres on two tracts of land addressed as 2909 
Jefferson Davis Highway from Highway Commercial (HG) to Light Industrial (LI). 
This is a standard general use rezoning request, a copy of which is attached and 
incorporated into these minutes. Public notification consisted of publishing a legal 
notice in the local newspaper, notification by mail to adjacent property owners, 
and public hearing signs per the requirements of the N. C. General Statutes. A 
copy of the presentation is attached and incorporated into these minutes. 

Chairman Smith asked if there was a conflict of interest among the Board 
regarding the rezoning request. There were none. 

Chairman Smith then opened the public hearing at 6:09 p.m. 
Those who spoke in favor: 
- Michael Lucas Cranford
No one spoke in opposition.
Chairman Smith closed the public hearing at 6: 11

p.m.

001-REZ@2902 Jefferson Davis HWY-Binder.pdf

Motion: Motion to recuse Commissioner Cameron Sharpe due to a conflict of 
interest for items IV.B UDO Text Amendment - Revising the Approval Process 
for a Preliminary Major Subdivision Plat and IV.C UDO Text Amendment -
Revision of Time Period for Preliminary Major Subdivision Plats. 
Mover: Cameron Sharpe 
For: 6 - Dr. Andre Knecht, Robert Reives, Cameron Sharpe, Kirk Smith, Mark Lovick, 
Taylor Vorbeck 
Absent: 1 - Bill Carver 
Motion Result: Passed 

IV.B UDO Text Amendment - Revising the Approval Process for a Preliminary
Major Subdivision Plat 
Zoning Administrator Amy McNeil/ presented a UDO text amendment that would 
revise the approval process for a preliminary major subdivision plat. The 
proposed amendment would allow major subdivision plats to be reviewed for 
compliance with the UDO subdivision regulations and all applicable 
policies/regulations by the Technical Review Committee (TRC), rather than going 
to TRC, the Planning Board, and then the Board of Commissioners. This would 
only apply if the existing zoning allows the development of the site in the manner 
proposed and the subdivision design complies with the applicable standards. The 
Planning Board and Board of Commissioners would receive a monthly report 
regarding plat approvals. Ms. McNeil/ said this change would eliminate the need 



for review by the Commissioners and would expedite the process for the 
developer by 3-4 weeks. The City of Sanford has already approved the 
amendment, but the County can have its own policies. 
Chairman Smith opened the public hearing at 6:26 p.m. 
No one spoke in favor. 
Those who spoke in opposition: 
- David Smoak, 96 Northridge Trail
Chairman Smith closed the public hearing at 6:30 p.m.
2A-01-MEMO.docx

02A-02-MEMO ATT.docx

02B-ORD.docx

IV.C UDO Text Amendment - Revision of Time Period for Preliminary Major

Subdivision Plats 
Zoning Administrator Amy McNeil/ presented a UDO text amendment that would 
revise the approval time period for preliminary major subdivision plats from two 
years to five years. The development community requested this change because the 
current two-year approval period for a preliminary major subdivision plat is not 
always sufficient to secure all the approvals required to develop the project 
especially with larger subdivisions which results in expired approvals and the 
projects requiring additional governing board approval. Ms. McNeil/ said this is
mainly happening in the City of Sanford. The five-year time period was adopted by 
the City because developers felt they could complete their projects within a five-year 
period. 
Chairman Smith opened the public hearing at 6:38 p.m. 
No one spoke in favor. 
Those who spoke in opposition: 
- David Smoak, 96 Northridge Trail
Chairman Smith closed the public hearing at 6:42 p.m. and excused the
Planning Board to its meeting.
03A-01-MEMO.docx

03A-02-MEMO ATT.docx

03B-ORD.docx

IV.D Public Hearing - Project Biobloom

Sanford Area Growth Alliance (SAGA) CEO Jimmy Randolph presented the public
hearing regarding an economic development incentive request for Project
Biobloom. Project Biobloom is a pharmaceutical research and product
manufacturing company considering locating in Sanford, Lee County. The project
represents a net new taxable investment of at least $190,000,000.00 (one hundred
ninety million dollars), which may be more or less during the seven-year life of the
project and which investment will be made over a period of time and on a phased
basis. The County intends to make seven annual cash grant incentive payments
based on a percentage of net new taxable value of the facility. Lee County
anticipates the amount of cash incentives will be $4,695,935 over seven years. The
Company will hire 102 permanent new full-time employees, with an average annual
wage of at least $91,496 over the seven-year length of the project. A public hearing
notice ran in The Sanford Herald on February 8, 2024. Mr. Randolph said the



proposed incentive is performance-based, so if the Company does not meet the 
performance metrics, the County would prorate how much the company receives. 
He also noted that the Company would hire the 102 employees within the first three 
years and that this business is in a similar sector to two major businesses already 
established in the community. These businesses have been contacted and SAGA 
has received favorable responses from them regarding Project Biobloom. The 
company is also considering a South Carolina site. 
Chairman Smith opened the public hearing at 6:49 p.m. 
Those who spoke in favor: 

- Jimmy Randolph, 3405 Wtndmere
Drive

No one spoke in opposition. 
Chairman Smith closed the public hearing at 6:54 p.m. 

V. OLD BUSINESS

V.A Approve resolution and agreement for Project Biobloom, authorizing staff to
change the name of the business in the agreement after the Project has been 
announced and make any minor changes to the agreement and authorize the 
Chair to sign the agreement. 
Biobloom Agreement Final 

2.8.24.docx Final Resolution 

Biobloom 2.19.24.docx 

Copy of Lee County Project BioBloom - Exhibit A 

Draft.xlsx Lee County Project BioBloom - Exhibit B 

Draft.docx 

Motion: Motion to waive the Board's policy to vote on a public hearing 
item (economic development incentive for Project Biobloom) during the 
same meeting it was first introduced. 
Mover: Mark Lovick 
For: 6 - Dr. Andre Knecht, Robert Reives, Cameron Sharpe, Kirk Smith, Mark 
Lovick, Taylor Vorbeck 
Absent: 1 - Bill Carver 
Motion Result: Passed 
Motion: Motion to approve a resolution and agreement for Project 
Biobloom, authorizing staff to change the name of the business in the 
agreement after the Project has been announced and make any minor 
changes to the agreement and authorize the Chair to sign the agreement. 
Mover: Robert Reives 
For: 6 - Dr. Andre Knecht, Robert Reives, Cameron Sharpe, Kirk Smith, Mark Lovick, 
Taylor Vorbeck 
Absent: 1 - Bill Carver 
Motion Result: Passed 

V.B CSLFRF Grant Project Ordinance Amendment #4

This item was moved to the Consent Agenda. 
CSLRF grant ordinance amendment 4.pdf 
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